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From wire reports

SOME CAME for the Latin music, 
others just wanted to blow off steam.

The 49 victims in the massacre at 
an Orlando nightclub early Sunday 

were varied in background, nationality and 
profession. But most were young, in their 20s 
or early 30s, and came of age in an era very 
different from that of their parents, when 
being openly gay was risky if not impossible.

Here are some of their stories. 

Last Monday, Akyra Monet Murray, who 
turned 18 in January, graduated third in 
her class of 42 students at West Catholic 
Preparatory High School in Philadelphia, 
where she had also been a 1,000-point scorer 
on the basketball team. She had recently 
signed a letter of intent to play basketball 
at Mercyhurst University in Erie.

To celebrate her graduation, Akyra, her 
parents and her 4-year-old sister traveled 
to Orlando for a family vacation.

On Saturday, Murray told her parents 
she wanted to party in downtown Orlando. 
They dropped her off at Pulse at 11:30 p.m.  

At about 2 a.m., Akyra Murray sent a 

By Mary Beth Gahan  |  The Virginian-Pilot

VIRGINIA BEACH 

A new project is being proposed for an 
empty lot at the edge of Town Center that 
could bring a hotel tower, apartments, 
offices and possibly retail with the help of 
$10 million in city money.

The City Council will be briefed tonight  
on CityView Two, a 23-acre development 
with four buildings and a parking garage 
planned for the corner of Constitution Drive 
and Bonney Road.

Ripley Heatwole Co. Inc., which owns and 
is developing the property next to Thalia 
Creek, would pay $62 million toward the 
project, according to the proposal. The city, 
through the Virginia Beach Development 

By Jane Harper  |  The Virginian-Pilot

VIRGINIA BEACH

A former sailor who had been charged with killing 
a Virginia Beach teenager more than 25 years ago 
was found not guilty by a Circuit Court jury Monday 
after the defense presented evidence of another man’s 
reported death-bed confession in the case.  

The jury deliberated about 2½ hours before acquitting 
Robert William Malick of second-degree murder in the 
December 1990 death of Joan Elizabeth Schoppaul. The 
17-year-old’s body was found wrapped in trash bags and 
stuffed in a sleeping bag in a supermarket dumpster 
shortly after she was reported missing from her home 
in the Green Run area. She had been severely beaten, 
bludgeoned and strangled.

One of two alternate jurors in the case gasped loudly 
from the back of the courtroom when the verdict 
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Acquitted

the case
Robert William Malick was 
arrested in 2014 and charged 
with second-degree murder 
in the 1990 death of Joan 
Elizabeth Schoppaul after 
a cold-case detective ran 
bloody fingerprints through 
updated databases and 
discovered five prints were 
an exact match to Malick.

the defense
The brother of a man who 
had been the prime suspect 
for years testified that his 
brother confessed to the 
killing shortly before he died.

proposal
Ripley 
Heatwole Co. 
Inc. would pay 
$62 million 
toward four 
buildings and a 
parking garage. 
The developer 
would sell 
easements 
to allow the 
city to move 
forward 
with the 
Thalia Creek 
Greenway 
project.
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The FBI 
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Jurors find former sailor not guilty 
in 1990 killing of Beach teenager 

 Amid music, dancing and fun, 
49 lives lost in a fury of gunfire 

 Akyra Monet Murray, 18  •  Leroy Valentin Fernandez, 25  •  Xavier Emmanuel Serrano Rosado, 35  •  Mercedez Marisol Flores, 26  •  Amanda Alvear, 25 

Luis Omar Ocasio-Capo, 20 • Eddie Jamoldroy Justice, 30  •  Darryl Roman Burt II, 29  •  Miguel Angel Honorato, 30  •  Shane Evan Tomlinson, 33  • Angel L. Candelario-Padro, 28 

Jonathan Antonio Camuy Vega, 24 • Peter O. Gonzalez-Cruz, 22  •  Edward Sotomayor Jr., 34  •  Juan Ramon Guerrero, 22  •  Tevin Eugene Crosby, 25  •  Stanley Almodovar III, 23 

Anthony Luis Laureano Disla, 25  •  Kimberly Morris, 37  •  Luis S. Vielma, 22  •  Christopher Andrew Leinonen, 32  •  Enrique L. Rios Jr., 25  •  Eric Ivan Ortiz-Rivera, 36

Deonka Deidra Drayton, 32  •  Alejandro Barrios Martinez, 21  •  Jean Carlos Mendez Perez, 35  •  Franky Jimmy Dejesus Velazquez, 50  •  Martin Benitez Torres, 33 

 Luis Daniel Wilson-Leon, 37  •  Gilberto Ramon Silva Menendez, 25  •  Simon Adrian Carrillo Fernandez, 31  •  Oscar A. Aracena-Montero, 26  •  Javier Jorge-Reyes, 40 

Joel Rayon Paniagua, 32  •  Jason Benjamin Josaphat, 19  •  Cory James Connell, 21  •  Juan P. Rivera Velazquez, 37  •  Luis Daniel Conde, 39  •  Juan Chevez-Martinez, 25 

Jerald Arthur Wright, 31  •  Jean C. Nives Rodriguez, 27  •  Rodolfo Ayala-Ayala, 33  •  Brenda Lee Marquez McCool, 49  •  Yilmary Rodriguez Sulivan, 24  •  Frank Hernandez, 27 

Paul Terrell Henry, 41  •  Antonio Davon Brown, 29  •  Christopher Joseph Sanfeliz, 24  •  Geraldo A. Ortiz-Jimenez, 25
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The jury deliberated about 2½ hours before acquitting Robert William Malick of 
second-degree murder in the December 1990 death of Joan Elizabeth Schoppaul. 
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Norfolk Old Dominion  student Sunny Brown, right,  gets a hug  at the school’s vigil.

By Amy Forliti
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS

A federal appeals court 
on Monday threw out 
$1.8 million in damages 
a w a r d e d  t o  f o r m e r 
Minnesota Gov. Jesse 
Ventura, who said he was 
defamed by the late author 
Chris Kyle in the bestselling 
book “American Sniper.” 

The 8th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals also 
sent a portion of the case 
– Ventura’s defamation 

claim – back to the district 
court for a new trial, saying 
Ventura’s attorneys made 
improper remarks and the 
trial court “clearly abused 
its discretion in denying a 
new trial.”

Messages  lef t  w it h 

Ventura, his publicist 
and his attorney were not 
immediately returned 
Monday.  A n at tor ney 
for Kyle’s estate had no 
comment and referred 
questions to publisher 
HarperCollins, which said 
it was reviewing the opinion 
and had no comment at this 
time.

Kyle is a former Navy 
SEAL regarded as the 
deadliest sniper in U.S. 
military history with 160 
confirmed kills. In his 
book “American Sniper,” 

he wrote a subchapter 
cal led “P unching Out 
Scruff Face” in which he 
describes decking Ventura 
at a California bar in 
2006 after Ventura made 
offensive comments about 
SEALs, including that the 
SEALs “deserve to lose a 
few” in Iraq.

Ve n t u r a ,  a  fo r m e r 
Underwater Demolition 
Teams/SEAL member and 
ex-pro wrestler, sued. He 
testified at trial that he 
never made the statements 
and that the confrontation 

never happened. He also 
said the book ruined his 
reputation in the tight-knit 
SEAL community.

Kyle, who was killed on a 
shooting range in 2013 by 
a troubled fellow veteran, 
gave sworn videotaped 
testimony before his death 
that his story was true. The 
case proceeded against his 
estate.

In 2014, a jury awarded 
Ventura $ 50 0,0 0 0 for 
defamation and $1.3 million 
for unjust enrichment. 
Kyle’s widow appealed.  

He was accused of 
threatening people
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By Christopher Weber
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES

An Indiana man arrested 
ove r  t h e  we eke nd  i n 
California with three assault 
rifles and ammunition in 
his car was forbidden from 
leaving his home state as 
part of probation stemming 
from a case in which he 
pointed a gun at neighbors, 
according to authorities and 
court records.

Investigators on Monday 
were trying to determine 
whether James Wesley 
Howell had any plans to use 
the weapons. The 20-year-
old told police that he was in 
the area to attend a gay pride 
event in West Hollywood that 
draws hundreds of thousands 
of people.

His arrest came just a 
few hours after 49 people 
were shot and killed in a gay 
nightclub in Orlando, Fla. 
Police said they had found no 
evidence the incidents were 
connected.

Howell of Jeffersonville, 
Ind., was arrested in Santa 
Monica around 5 a.m. Sunday 
after residents called police 
to report suspicious behavior 
by a man who parked his 
white Acura sedan facing the 
wrong way. When officers 
arrived, they saw an assault 
rifle on Howell’s passenger 
seat, Santa Monica police Lt. 
Saul Rodriguez said.

They searched the car and 
found two more assault rifles, 
high-capacity magazines and 
ammunition, and a 5-gallon 
bucket with chemicals that 
could be used to make an 
explosive device, police said.

Santa Monica Pol ice 
Chief Jacqueline Seabrooks 
initially tweeted that Howell 
told officers he wanted to 
“harm” the gay pride event, 
but she later corrected her 
statement to say that the 
suspect only said he was 
going to the parade.

Howell was accused twice 
last year of threatening 
people with a gun, according 
to court records. Police in 
Charlestown, Ind., said 
the first incident involved 
Howell’s ex-boyfriend in 
October and the second 
involved a neighbor four 
days later. 

Armed man 
arrested in 
California was 
on probation 
in Indiana

James 
Wesley 
Howell was 
found with 
firearms 
and bomb 
materials. 

By Julie Pace, 
Jill Colvin 
and Lisa Lerer
The Associated Press

Donald Trump vowed 
Monday to impose a broad 
ban on immigration from 
areas of the world with a 
history of terrorism and 
suggested some Muslims 
in the United States are 
turning a blind eye to 
unfolding plots, as he 
outlined an aggressive 
response to the deadly 
attack in Orlando. 

Hillary Clinton, Trump’s 
presidential rival, was more 
measured in her remarks, 
warning that demonizing 
all Muslims for the actions 
of a few would only benefit 
extremist groups. 

She pointedly blamed 

American partners in 
the Middle East – Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar 
– for not stopping terror 
funding emanating from 
their countries and called 
for tougher gun control 
legislation in the U.S., 
including outlawing assault 
weapons like one used by 
the Orlando shooter.

“I believe weapons of 
war have no place on our 
streets,” Clinton said. 
Though she drew implicit 
contrasts with Trump, she 
never mentioned him by 
name, saying “Today is not 
a day for politics.”

Trump clearly disagreed, 
criticizing Clinton harshly 
and often.

The two candidates’ 
dramatically different 
proposals underscored the 
clear choice Americans face 
in the November election. 
Democrat Clinton’s vision 
builds on President Barack 
Obama’s campaign against 
the Islamic State in Iraq 
and Syria and expands on 
his gun control executive 

orders, while Republican 
Trump is calling for a 
d rast ic a l ly  d i fferent 
national security posture.

Though the Orlando 
shooter was born in the 
U.S., Trump continued to 
propose sweeping changes 
to the nation’s immigration 
rules as the cornerstone of 
his anti-terror plan.

He redoubled his previous 
call for a temporary ban 
on Muslims coming to the 
U.S., saying that policy 
would stay in place until the 
government can “properly 
and perfectly” screen 
immigrants. Going further, 
he also said he would use 
presidential discretion to 
“suspend immigration from 
areas of the world where 
there’s a proven history 
of terrorism against the 
United States, Europe and 
our allies.”

The businessman did 
not specify what countries 
would be affected or 
whether the suspension 
would apply regardless of 
religion.

C l i n t o n  s a i d  s u c h 
proposals would only make 
it more difficult for law 
enforcement to work with 
Muslim communities.

“Inflammatory anti-
Musl i m rhetor ic  a nd 
threatening to ban the 
families and friends of 
Muslim Americans, as 
well as millions of Muslim 
business people and tourists 
from entering our country, 
hurts the vast majority of 
Muslims who love freedom 
and hate terror,” she said.

Though the Orlando 
shooter – 29-year-old Omar 
Mateen – was born in the 
United States, Trump noted 
that he was “born to Afghan 
parents who immigrated 
to the United States.” He 
said Muslim communities 
must turn over to law 
enforcement “people who 
they know are bad,” adding 
“they do know where they 
are.”

H e  a l s o  s a i d  g a y s 
and lesbians are often 
discriminated against in 
the Muslim world, and said 

Clinton could not claim 
to be an ally of the LGBT 
community if she supports 
immigration from such 
countries.

“Ask yourself, who is 
really the friend of women 
and the LGBT community: 
Donald Trump with actions, 
or Hillary Clinton with 
her words?” Trump said. 
However, the businessman 
has said he opposes gay 
marriage – the official 
position of the Republican 
Party – while Clinton and 
Democrats back same-sex 
unions.

The Republican did not 
repeat suggestions he’d 
made in earlier television 
interviews that Obama may 
not be taking tougher action 
against terrorism because 
he may sympathize with the 
perpetrators.

“He doesn’t get it or, or he 
gets it better than anybody 
understands,” Trump said 
on Fox News Channel’s “Fox 
and Friends.” 

“It’s one or the other. And 
either one is unacceptable.” 

Trump vows broad immigration 
ban after Orlando terror attack

Clinton warns 
that demonizing 
all Muslims is the 
wrong approach

JIM COLE | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Donald Trump suggested Muslims are turning a blind eye to terror plots. 

TONY DEJAK | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

“Weapons of war have no place on our streets,” Hillary Clinton said.  

Court vacates $1.8M Ventura award in sniper case
Jesse 
Ventura says 
the book 
“American 
Sniper” was 
full of lies 
about him. 

was read. The woman, who 
declined to give her name,  
said she strongly disagreed 
with the decision. The 
alternates were picked at 
random and relieved of 
duty before jurors began 
deliberations.

Malick calmly shook 
defense attorney James 
Broccoletti’s hand afterward. 
Schoppaul’s parents and 
siblings embraced and 
wiped away tears as they 
filed out of the courtroom. 
They declined to discuss the 
verdict.

Malick’s wife of 10 years, 
Karen, said she never 
doubted his innocence.

“I’m really glad the justice 
system worked,” she said. 
“I feel very bad for the 
Schoppaul family, of course.”

As Karen Malick waited 
for her husband to be 
released from the Virginia 
Beach Correctional Center, 
where he had been held 
without bond since his arrest 
18 months ago, the first thing 
she said she planned to do 
was to call their 9-year-old 
son to give him the news. The 
boy suffers from cerebral 
palsy and asks about his 
father constantly, she said. 

As for her husband, there 
was one stop he wanted to 
make after he got out: “He 
wants to go to KFC, so we’re 
going to head to KFC,” she 
said.

Robert Malick, now 48, 
was a stay-at-home dad and 
living in Erie, Pa., when he 

was arrested in November 
2014.

He had not  been a suspect 
until a cold-case detective 
decided to resubmit bloody 
fingerprints found on the 
trash bags wrapped around 
the body to updated state and 
federal databases. Five of the 
prints came back as exact 
matches to Malick.

At the time of the killing, 
Malick was a 22-year-old 
petty officer second class 
stationed at Oceana Naval 
Air Station. He had once 
lived across the street from 
the Schoppauls and was 
staying with another family 
on the street when the girl’s 
body was discovered.

W hen two cold - c ase 

detectives went to question 
h i m  a t  h i s  h o m e  i n 
Pennsylvania, Malick was 
extremely nervous, they 
said. He told them he had 
sex with Schoppaul the night 
before she was found but did 
not admit involvement in her 
death.

“ W h at  d id  he  s ay? ” 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Colin Stolle asked jurors in 
closing arguments. “ ‘I’ve 
done something bad, and I 
don’t know how to get out 
of it.’ ” 

The defense focused its 

case on the man who had 
been the prime suspect 
for years: Larry Outten, a 
single father of three who 
lived near the Schoppaul 
family and frequently hired 
Joan Schoppaul to baby-sit 
his children and help with 
household chores.

Larry Outten’s older 
brother, William, testified 
that his brother confessed to 
the killing shortly before he 
died in 1996 of cirrhosis of 
the liver. William Outten said 
he was joking when he asked 
his brother the question, but 
he believed the response was 
serious. A former homicide 
detective testified he also 
went to the hospital to get 
a confession from Outten 

when he heard he was dying. 
Outten at first seemed 
willing to talk but decided 
not to after consulting with 
an attorney, he said.

Larry Outten’s two sons, 
Larry Gotreaux and Jarod 
Outten, testified that the 
sleeping bag the girl was 
found in was theirs. They 
said they never saw it again 
after Schoppaul’s death. 
They also told jurors about 
inappropriate behavior they 
witnessed between their 
father, who was about 40 at 
the time, and the teenage 
Schoppaul.

Stolle, the prosecutor, said 
there was no other reason for 
Malick’s bloody fingerprints 
to have been on the trash 
bags unless he was involved 
in the girl’s murder.

But Broccoletti pointed 
out that a prosecution 
expert testified that the “red 
substance” – presumably 
blood – on the fingerprints 
could have gotten on them 
after they were made.

But the strongest evidence, 
the defense lawyer said, 
came from the Outten family, 
who said they did not know 
Robert Malick.

“What are the odds,” 
Broccoletti asked, “that 
two sons who loved their 
father and his brother would 
testify about his guilt? What 
possible reason would they 
have to come forward? What 
reason do they have if it’s 
not true?”

Jane Harper, 757-222-5097, 
jane.harper@pilotonline.com

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

Joan Elizabeth Schoppaul’s 
body was found in December 
1990  in a supermarket 
dumpster shortly after she 
was reported missing from 
her home in the Green Run 
area of Virginia Beach.
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William Outten, 77, testified that his brother Larry confessed to the killing shortly before 
his death in 1996. Outten testified last week during questioning by defense lawyer James 
Broccoletti in the Circuit Court trial of Robert Malick. 

ACQUITTAL | Former petty officer told cold-case detectives he’d had sex with victim
Continued from Page 1

   “I’m really glad the justice system worked.”

Karen Malick, Robert William Malick’s wife of 10 years
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second-degree murder in the December 1990 death of Joan Elizabeth Schoppaul. 
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Norfolk Old Dominion  student Sunny Brown, right,  gets a hug  at the school’s vigil.
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Robert William Malick listens to questions put to a witness during his trial in 
Virginia Beach Circuit Court Thursday afternoon, June 9, 2016. Malick is accused 
of the killing of 17 year-old Joan Schoppaul in 1990.

Joan Schoppaul was 17 when she 
died. Her body was found wrapped in 
a sleeping bag in a dumpster behind 
a former Food Lion in Va. beach.


