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Amid music, dancing and fun,
49 lives lost in a fury of gunfire
From wire reports

By Christopher Weber
The Associated Press

MARK LENNIHAN | THE ASSOCIATE

New York

S

OME CAME for the Latin music,
others just wanted to blow off steam.
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The jury deliberated about 2½ hours before acquitting Robert William Malick of
second-degree murder in the December 1990 death of Joan Elizabeth Schoppaul.
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As Karen Malick waited
for h er hu s b a nd to b e
released from the Virginia
Beach Correctional Center,
where he had been held
without bond since his arrest
18 months ago, the first thing
she said she planned to do
was to call their 9-year-old
son to give him the news. The
boy suffers from cerebral
palsy and asks about his
father constantly, she said.
As for her husband, there
was one stop he wanted to
make after he got out: “He
wants to go to KFC, so we’re
going to head to KFC,” she
said.
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Karen Malick, Robert William Malick’s wife of 10 years
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was arrested in November
2014.
He had not been a suspect
until a cold-case detective
decided to resubmit bloody
fingerprints found on the
trash bags wrapped around
the body to updated state and
federal databases. Five of the
prints came back as exact
matches to Malick.

At the time of the killing,
Malick was a 22-year-old
petty officer second class
stationed at Oceana Naval
Air Station. He had once
lived across the street from
the Schoppauls and was
staying with another family
on the street when the girl’s
body was discovered.
W hen two c old- c ase

Pennsylvania, Malick was
extremely nervous, they
said. He told them he had
sex with Schoppaul the night
before she was found but did
not admit involvement in her
death.
“ W h a t d i d h e s a y? ”
Commonwealth’s Attorney
Colin Stolle asked jurors in
closing arguments. “ ‘I’ve
done something bad, and I
don’t know how to get out
of it.’ ”
The defense focused its
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“ W hat a re the odds,”

his children and help with
household chores.
L a r r y O ut ten’s older
brother, William, testified
that his brother confessed to
the killing shortly before he
died in 1996 of cirrhosis of
the liver. William Outten said
he was joking when he asked
his brother the question, but
he believed the response was
serious. A former homicide
detective testified he also
went to the hospital to get
a confession from Outten

Broccoletti asked, “that
two sons who loved their
father and his brother would
testify about his guilt? What
possible reason would they
have to come forward? What
reason do they have if it’s
not true?”
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